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Retailers Name Wilderness Systems Manufacturer of the Year  
 
 
Easley, S.C. (August 3, 2009) – In a poll conducted by Canoe & Kayak 
Magazine, Wilderness Systems was voted “Manufacturer of the Year.” Publishers 
of Canoe & Kayak Magazine solicited the opinions of over 300 retailers, with the 
results announced at the magazine’s annual industry bash at Outdoor Retailer, 
Summer Market in Salt Lake City. 
 
“We are tremendously excited to receive this award,” said Sue Rechner, CEO of 
Confluence Watersports. “Building Wilderness Systems to its full potential has 
been a labor of love and dedication.  Our top priority is building world-class boats 
with world-class service; so it is our great honor to be recognized by our retail 
partners for our efforts.” 
 
The award boosts the positive momentum Wilderness Systems has established 
over the past few years, and solidifies its position as an industry leader.  
 
“When you compare the votes Wilderness Systems received this year versus the 
past,” said Jim Marsh, publisher of Canoe & Kayak. “Confluence has obviously 
made a dramatic turnaround since the new team took over.”  
 
Wilderness Systems would like to thank Canoe & Kayak for conducting the poll 
and presenting the award.  
 
 
About Confluence Watersports: 
 
Located in Easley, S.C., Confluence Watersports is the result of blending the unique watersports 
brands: Wilderness Systems®, Perception®, Dagger®, and Wave Sport® kayaks, Mad River 
Canoe®, Adventure Technology® paddles, and Harmony® accessories. With a full 
representation of canoes, and kayaks ranging from touring and recreational to high-performance 
whitewater boats, the Confluence brands are well suited to outfit all paddling enthusiasts. People 
passionate about the outdoors run the company today: advocates who are dedicated to bringing 
more people to the water. For more information, please visit: 
http://www.confluencewatersports.com. 


